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Gneisenau, it is to be feared, was actuated more
by real enjoyment of the chase. He frankly ad-
mitted that uthe highest satisfaction in life is to
wreak vengeance on an arrogant enemy."

Bliicher was beside himself with vexation at the
laxness of Schwarzenberg in this matter of follow-
ing up the victory. It is true, already on the i8th
of October, Schwarzenberg had provided for
despatching no less than 60,000 men to different
points on the line by which it was expected that
Napoleon would retreat, but had changed his
arrangements on the ground that the enemy's plans
had not been sufficiently ascertained; and on the
19th he even recalled troops that were already on
the march. His general conduct and his real
motives and intentions have been the subject of as
lively speculation as those of Bernadotte. It may
have been timidity that held him back now.
Napoleon's forces were still formidable; might he
not turn at bay and change this glorious victory
into a defeat? It is equally likely indeed that
Schwarzenberg, with whom political considera-
tions always weighed heavily, wished to spare
the son-in-law of his Emperor from utter ruin
and thought that he had already been sufficiently
punished.

Bliicher, as usual, was the active element in the
coalition. Even before going to the Leipzig
market-place to pay his respects to the monarchs
and receive the acclamations of the crowd, he had
despatched his cavalry to Skeudnitz with directions